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ABSTRACT 

This publication contains the first set of working 
papers concerned with structure, financing, research, and expansion 
as they relate to the accreditation of health education programs 
conducted by professional agencies. Texts of these papers are 
included: (1) "Historical Introduction to Accreditation of Health 

Educational Programs" by W.K. Selden, (2) "Structure of Accreditation 
of Health Educational Programs" by J.W. Miller, (3) "Financing the 
Accreditation of Health Educational Programs" by K.L. Grimm, (4) 
"Research in Accreditation of Health Educational Programs" by W.K. 
Selden, (5) "Expansion in Accreditation of Health Educational 
Programs" by W.K. Selden, and (6) "Accreditation of Postsecondary 
Education: Problems in Organization" by H. Seidman. A second set of 
papers is available as VT 016 555 in this issue. (SB) 









The accompanying series of working papers was prepared by 
the staff of SASIIEP to assist the members of the Study 
Commission as they consider the various issues related to the 
accreditation of health educational programs. Copies of these 
papers arc being made available to the members of the Panel 
of Advisors, to representatives of each of the accrediting 
agencies in the health fields, and to officials of the three 
cosponsoring organizations. Copies are available to others, S 1 
a copy, as long as the limited supply lasts. 

In preparing these papers, the members of the staff have 
relied on extensive interviews, correspondence, and question- 
naires, which have involved numerous persons engaged in or 
knowledgeable about accreditation. In addition, the literature 
of accreditation and related subjects has been thoroughly 
reviewed. 

This set of working papers in Part 1 is conecrncd with struc- 
ture, financing, research, and expansion, as they relate to the 
accreditation of health educational programs. In addition, a 
paper prepared by a consultant to SASHEP is included and is 
concerned with alternate structures and responsibilities for a 
national body to supervise and coordinate all accreditation. 

Part II of the working papers is scheduled to be completed 
and printed for public distribution in early 1972. These 
papers will be concerned with the relationship of accredita- 
tion to certification, licensure, and registration; with pro- 
cedures of the accrediting agencies in the health fields: and 
with the accountability and social responsibility of accredita- 
tion. Part II will also include a commissioned paper related to 
the legal aspects of a professional society. 
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Accreditation is the process by which an agency or 
organization evaluates and recognizes a program of 
study or an institution as meeting certain pre- 
determined qualifications or standards. It shall apply 
only to institutions and their programs of study Or 
their services. 

Certification is the process by which a nongovern- 
mental agency or association grants recognition to 
an individual who has met certain predetermined 
qualifications specified by that agency or asso- 
ciation. 

Licensure is the process by which an agency of 
government grants permission to persons meeting 
predetermined qualifications to engage in a given 
occupation and/or use a particular title or grants 
permission to institutions to perform specified 
functions. 

Registration is the process by which qualified 
individuals are listed on an official roster maintained 
by a governmental or nongovernmental agency. 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION TO ACCREDITATION 
OF HEALTH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

William K. Selden 



This working paper and the others that follow are concerned 
with accreditation of health educational programs of study, 
conducted by what are known as professional agencies. Only 
incidentally arc the papers concerned with accreditation con- 
ducted by the regional associations of colleges and schools. 

Opinions differ as to which organization first employed accreditation as a 
means of exerting external control over educational standards. For this mark of 
distinction, there are supporters for the University of Michigan, the American 
Association of University Women, the University Senate of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, the Illinois Board of Health, the Association of American Med- 
ical Colleges, and the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New 
York. Regardless of these claims, there can be little argument that the field of 
medicine has probably exerted more influence on the course of specialized 
accreditation, as it has been developed in the United States, than has any other 
single program of accreditation. This influence extends beyond the health 
fields, although it is most keenly felt in these areas. 

The history of accreditation of medical schools must be understood if one 
is to appreciate the present factors that are involved in the accreditation of the 
other health educational programs. The name of Abraham Flexner immediately 
comes to mind, but he is only one clement, albeit an important one, among the 
many factors that both influenced the program of accreditation in medical 
education and transformed our medical schools within a short time span from 
ones with generally low standards to ones whose accomplishments and contri- 
butions are respected around the world. As a result of this dramatic transforma- 
tion in medical education in the United States, as well as for other reasons, the 
health professional organizations are striving in burgeoning numbers to emulate 
medicine, even when it may not be in the broad interests of society for them to 
do so in every respect. 

The term organized medicine, which is so commonly employed today to 
refer to the American Medical Association, could not have been used prior to 
1847, for that was the year in which the AMA was organized. The first invita- 
tion to the organizational meeting stated “that a national convention would be 
conducive to the elevation of the standard of medical education in the United 
States." Despite that statement of purpose, it was fifty-seven years before 
marked improvement in medical education was actually initiated on a national 
basis. Just as economic, political, and social factors today are bearing heavily 
on developments in the preparation of health personnel and in the delivery of 
health care, so in the nineteenth century similar forces were at work. As Henry 
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